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POST-WAR CHILDREN

Books--Nina Valentine'schoice

Nina Valentine

WHENyouseta novelin
Central

Europeand offerall the
ingredients

that spell
best-seller you'vegot

another best-sellerlike "TO THE

OPERA BALL."

It is Sarah Gainham'slatestnovel
followingthe successof her popular

trilogyabout Vienna.Althoughhardly
knownin Australia,her masterlyplots,
characterizations

and commandof English

are writingat its best.

And Miss Gainhamknowsher subject.



Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), Wednesday 19 May 1976, page 113 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article51188069

Althoughbornin England,she has livedin
Europesince1947.This is almosttwo
booksin one, as its two sectionsseem
almost divorcedfrom one another.How

couldthe ecstatic meetingin 1970 of
LeonaHeleneChavangesand Rolf Almeric
Forstmannat the gloriousOperaBall in
Viennahave any connectionwith two
womenwalkingacrossEuropein the bitter

winterof 1945,hopingfor survivalnot only
for

themselves
but also for the unbornchild

of the youngerwoman?

The noveldevelopsfromthe themesung
by Leonaand Rolf,againsta

background

of
parentaldisapproval,and almost mad
interferencefrom the aristocraticMonsieur

Chavanges.

The secondpartis givenoverto Rolf,

and his unlikely,unpromising background.

For he is the childwho is to be bornafter

the monthsof struggle,the depthsof
degradation,the sad humiliationand the
terrorwhich accompaniedevery momentof
that primitivejourneythroughthe
remnants of German and Russianarmies.

The two storiesmergewitha
compelling

qualitythatmakesyou readon. The novel

is publishedby Macmillanat a
recommended $9.95.
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Do you rememberthe
excitement

some
yearsago whena StoneAge tribewas
discovered in the Philippine rain forest
region?It was headlinenews for weeks.

Now it is more,a bookby JohnNance.

Head of AssociatedPress in Manila

from 1968 to 1971,Mr Nancecame to

know thesepeoplethroughhis working

association with anthropologist Manuel
Elizalde.The book he wrote is "THE

GENTLETASADAY,"pricedat a
recommended $17.65 by its publishers,

Victor Gollancz.

With an easy style,Mr Nancedescribes

eachof the tribe's28 peopleas a cameo.

Perhapsthe most engagingis Balayam,

whoselifeis changedby the adventof the
men from the outsideworldand whose

growthwe can tracein the bookas wellas

in the many
photographs.

EthnobotanistDouglasYen, who visited

the Tasadayafterthe discovery,said:"This

is one of the mostexcitingexperiencesI've
everhad ... I mean,it'sthe firsttimefor

me to see, actuallysee, gathererslike this,
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peoplewhose
subsistence

levelis so low.
Thereare ripefruitson the trees,not taken,

so they obviouslyhave enough."

Thiswas onlyone of the manypuzzles

aboutthe Tasaday.Otherswere if they
had livedin the forestfor

centuries,

why
werethereonly28 of them?Why hadn't

they venturedfromthe forest,takena walk
of abouteight

kilometres?

Were yams their

mainsourceof food?Why did theyhaveno
wordin theirlanguagefor eitherenemyor
war? Had they never been threatened?

What couldwe learnfrom them?Theyfrom
us?

THEREseemsto be a spateof UFO
books.Threelandedon my desk this week
- books- not UFOs!

Corgi paperbackshave released"UFOs
FROM BEHIND THE IRON CUR-

TAIN,"by Ion Hobanaand Julien
Weverbergh,pricedat a recommended$2.
It appearsto provethe

sightings

in the East
parallelthose in the West, following

muchthe sameflightplan,Thereare many
illustrationsto supporttheoriesand
sightings.

Mayflower paperbackshave "UFO,
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FLYING SAUCERS OVER BRITAIN?"

goingat a
recommended$1.50.It's written

by RobertChapman,who lists sightings,

mysteriesand hoaxes,includingthe famous

hoaxof Mr Allinghamand his man from
Mars.The supposed witnesscouldnot be
locatedafterthe book was publishedand
"Mr Allingham"died in Europesoon
afterward.RobertChapmanthinksthe real
authorof the mischiefis stillquietly
chucklingover it all somewhere!

Then there is a hardback editionof

"UFOs OVER THE SOUTHERNHEM-
ISPHERE,"by MichaelHervey,published

by RobertHale,at a
recommended $10.50.

Mr Herveyhas devotedalmost30 yearsto
researchon

unidentifiedflyingobjectsand
thisbooklistsmorethan800

sightings
in

our partof the world.

The writerbeginsby puttingthe case
againstthe

probability

of UFOs,then gives
the casefor a beliefin the

unexplained.

The book includessightingsand some
photographs from all Statesand New
Zealand.Unsensationaland carefully
documented,

this is the book for flying
sorcerersto study!


